OLD AGE

Age is deformed, youth unkind ;

We jcorn their bodies, they our mind.

THOMAS  BASTARD.

Things have changed since Queen Elizabeth's days.
1 We/ that is to say the young, scorn not only their
bodies, but also (and above all) their minds. In the two
politically, most * advanced ' states of Europe this scorn
is so effective that age has become a definite bar to the
holding of political power. Communism and Fascism
appeal for the support of youth, and of youth alone.
At Rome and Moscow age has been disfranchised.
The reasons for this state of things are simple. In an
unchanging, or very slowly changing, environment,
old age is actually an asset. Where the present is like
the past, a long experience of past circumstances equips
old men to deal effectually with present circumstances.
But where circumstances are rapidly changing there is
no guarantee that action which was successful in the
past will be successful in the altered present. In a
changing world, age and long experience cease to be an
asset and become a handicap. Hence the disfranchise-
ment of old age in Italy and Russia.

True, the leaders are trying to moderate a little the
fine scorn of the first revolutionary days. When they
themselves were young, how lyrically they sang youth's
praises ! with what fciocisus. mockery they derided the
greybeards and the complacently middle-aged ! But
they themselves are now entering on middle age, and
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